12        LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
passed Junction toward Richmond. Richmond papers of this morning no news, save that a 1n.nrh'ng has been made on Dauphin's Island near Mobile, and an attack begun on Fort Gaines Aug. 3rd. Macon Confederate, late Atlanta paper, says, The country will be glad to learn that our Army has been reenforced by many thousand veteran troops, that all thought of giving up Atlanta has vanished.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen.
From General Rufus Ingalls
Office of Chief Quartermaster, Armies operating against Richmond, Va.,
camp at Crrr POINT, August Ifth, 1864
Colonel J. W. SHATTER, Chief of Staff Maj. Gen. BUTLER, Head Qrs. Department of Va. & North Carolina, BERMUDA HUNDRED
COLONEL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from Maj. Gen'l. Butler of the 6th, in reply to one I had addressed to the Provost Marshal General of the "Armies operating against Richmond" on the subject of the arrest of the steward of the steamer "Key Port."
I should abstain from further correspondence on this subject, as it was one simply of reference to the proper authority for investigation, had not Maj. Gen'l. Butler misapprehended the intentions and meaning of my letter.
Having a desire not to be misunderstood, I beg the General will excuse me for saying, first that I know nothing personally of the steward, nor whether he was guilty of offensive conduct on the boat or not. I simply remarked that he "has been represented to me as a very gentlemanly and inoffensive young man," such representations were made to me. Second, I made no such remark as "there is power enough in the Qr. M'r's. Department to punish him." I said, "there is power enough here" to arrest persons in the transport service of the Quarter Master's Department.
I meant that here, at the Head Qrs. of the Lieut. Genl. Comd'g. the Armies, and where his Provost Marshal General has an office, that there is power enough here, as well as at Bermuda: of course, I adhere still to that opinion.
Third, I said nothing about the "disgrace of working alongside of negroes." I have no affectations on this point, and cannot be misunderstood. I had as lief he had worked with negroes as white men, if found guilty. I was merely stating a fact.